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Medical waste management at hospitals in some regions of China

WANG Zi-jia's CHEN Juan', SHAN Shu-juan®(1 School o f Public Health , Peking Universi-
ty,Beijing 100191, China; 2 National Institute of Hospital Administration, Beijing 100191)

[Abstract] Objective To realize the real status of medical waste management in some regions of China , so as to
provide reference for rational management. Methods Sixty-four hospitals in 8 cities were as study subjects . ques-
tionnaire, in-depth interview and field visit were adopted. Results No hospital had the independent department in
charging of medical waste, 47 hospitals (73. 44%) were charged by a certain department and 17 (26. 56%) by
multi-sectors. The most complete system was the transfer registration system (97.92%, 47/48) and the least com-
plete systems were training (20. 83%,10/48) and inspection system (18.75%,9/48). 45 hospitals (70.31%) had
complete training content, and general hospitals were more complete than specialized hospitals; 29 hospitals
(45.31%) had full protective equipments; 64 hospitals (100. 00%) collected medical waste with yellow bags; 49
hospitals (76.56%) provided all necessary transferring equipment and facilities ; 60 hospitals (93. 75%) had tem-
porary stations; 51 hospitals (79. 69%) use the centralized disposal method. Conclusion Hospitals need to set up a
special department for medical waste management, internal system and external supervision should be unified, train-
ing and occupational protection should be improved, and the process of medical waste management should be stand-
ardized .
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Table 1 Typies and grades of 64 hospitals(case)

Hospital General Specialized Total
grade hospitals hospitals (No. » %)
Grade 3 31 7 38(59. 38)
Grade 2 17 1 18(28.12)
Ungraded hospital 0 8 8(12.50)
Total(No. , %) 48(75.00) 16(25. 00) 64(100. 00)
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Table 2 Distribution of departments at 64 hospitals partici-

pating in medical waste management

Departments No. of hospitals Percentage( %)
socomial infection
N(?:oor:ttz’ol (:ieparetcm;)nt 37 57.81
General service department 34 53.13
Nursing department 12 18.75
Medical service division 1 1. 56
Others 4 6. 25
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Table 3 The main training contents of 64 hospitals

Training contents No. of hospitals Percentage( %)
Safety protection 62 96. 88
Laws and regulations 60 93.75
Emergent treatment 60 93.75
Disinfection 60 93.75
Special technology 47 73. 44
Others 6 9.38
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Table 4 The situation of protective equipments providing

for medical waste treatment staff

Protective equipment No. of hospitals Percentage (%)

Glove 64 100. 00
Mask 63 98. 44
Boot 60 93.75
Cap 59 92.19
Isolation gown 44 68.75
Goggles 35 54. 69
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Table 5 The number of different grades and types hospitals with full training contents, protective and transferring equipments

(cases %)

Grade 3 general Grade 3 specialized Grade 2 general Grade 2 specialized Ungraded hospitals  Total

Items
o hospitals (n=31) hospitals (n=7) hospitals (n=17) hospitals (n=1) (n=8) (n=064)
Comprehensive training content 25(80. 65) 3(42.86) 13(76. 47) 0¢0. 00) 4(50. 00) 45(70.31)
Full protective equipment 19(61. 29) 2(28.57) 5(29.41) 1(100. 00) 2(25.00) 29(45.31)
Full transferring equipment 27(87.10) 6(85.71) 12(70.59) 1€100. 00) 3(37.50)  49(76.56)
and facilities
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